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Planning New Addition
Where, What, When, Why and How about the New Addition

Building at Fairgreen - 1985 
1. Why are we planning the addition at this time? 

The needs exist the economy is favorable for loans' the construction 
costs are reasonable and the congregation is willing. The plans are not new, but 
the time is right.

2. When is the construction planned to begin? 
Late Spring 1986. Completion by Nov. 1986

3. Will this addition change the parking capacity? 
No, the unit will be placed in the lawn area of the church property.

4. How many will fit in the multi purpose room? 
The capacity is 250 people for a meal.

5. Are more additions planned for another time? 
NO, this is the final proposed unit. Plans for such a unit were included 

in the original plans for Fairgreen in 1965.
6. How much will it cost? 

$452,000 including financing. 
7. How will it be financed? 

Repayment is planned for 9 vears or less. There will be a maximum of 3 
– 3 year pledge periods. The goal of the first 3 year period is $175 000.

8. How much of the Kemper Fund will be used? 
$30,000 will be given. If we all give generously, this will help lower the 9 

year repayment period.

9. What are the members of Fairgreen United Presbyterian Church being in-
vited to pledge in this campaign? 

The Building Fund Committee and 
the Session are recommending a 
three year pledge goal of 4 1/2% of 
family annual income, in addition 
to maintaining the regular financial 
stewardship pledge.

10. The Campaign Director met 
with members of the Session, the 
Building Fund Committee, and 
other interested members of the 
congregation. After working 
through estimates of average fam-
ily income and the requirements for 
new addition, the group concluded 
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that 4 1/2% would be a realistic goal that would allow us to move ahead with 
our plans.

11. What is the cost of this campaign? 
The General Assembly receives a fee of $7.00 per church member for the 

services of the Church Financial Campaign Service, which provides the cam-
paign Director. The local church also pays the Director's travel and residence 
expenses as well as our local campaign costs. Typically' the total campaign cost 
runs 3 to 5% of the funds raised by the campaign.

12.Where does the campaign 
money come from?
 From the existing building 
fund.

13.How much is in the present 
building fund?
 $60,813.50 as of December 31, 
1985.

14.What is the overall financial 
position of Fairgreen?
 It is in sound financial standing. 

The proposed construction is well within the current potential of this congrega-
tion.

15. Can we afford the increased utility and custodial expenses? 
We believe we can sustain these increases. They are part of the 1986 budget.

16. What will the operating budget be for 1986? 
$101,513 - which is only a 1.03% increase over 1985.

17. How should each family determine its pledge gift? 
This is entirely an individual decision. We invite you to read, listen, 

pray and carefully consider all 
the information presented, then 
we invite you to Pledge as best 
you can to the building and to the 
current operating fund.

18. What happens if we don't 
raise enough?

 We think we can reach 
our goal. Any other outcome 
would require rethinking and 
revoting on our plans.

19. When do we start paying 
pledges? 

March 1, 1986 for the building fund.
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z Fairgreen Presbyterian Church z

30TH BIRTHDAY PARTY & HOMECOMING (Reprinted)

13 OCTOBER 1996
The roots of  Fairgreen were planted and nurtured in the faith and spirit of  the 
Rosewood Avenue Presbyterian Church. The Rosewood Church was organized 
on October 1, 1889 and was located in the area of  Bancroft and Monroe Street. 
There were 40 people who signed the initial petition to form the church which 
was known as the Fifth Presbyterian Church. In 1907 it was decided to sell the 
church property and relocate the church across the street on property purchased 
from Edmund D. Libby.

In the new location, a stone Sunday School and chapel were built, and the 
church was renamed the Rosewood Avenue Presbyterian Church. An interesting 
note, at that time the church had 230 members and had 175 people in atten-
dance at Sunday School. On September 15,1924 the corner stone was laid for 
the addition of  the Sanctuary and the basement gymnasium. With this addition, 
the church structure was completed.

It its life, Rosewood was an active church and contributed numerous missionaries  
who served the Church throughout the world. There were times when the Rose-
wood Church experienced difficulties. It suffered, as did others, through the 
great depression and the effects and emotional drain of  World War II. In spite of 
adversity, it stayed strong and survived.

A major change in the life of  Rosewood came during the 1960's, when the 
neighborhood of  the church, the area of  Bancroft and Monroe Streets, which 
was an integrating neighborhood, also became a neighborhood with a high 
crime rate. The later was a serious problem as the church did not have a parking 
lot. Consequently, all parking was on-street. For safety reasons, this  necessitated 
the curtailing of  evening activities at the church.

At that time, it became apparent to the pastor and the session that if  the church 
was to survive in this location, it would have to become a truly integrated church.

When our pastor, Reverend Jay Bishop, left us to serve in another church, the 
criteria for our next pastor was that he or she must be a person who understood 
the nature of  an integrated neighborhood. In the person of  the Reverend Tho-
mas Prosser, we felt as if  we had found the pastor who was qualified to take the 
church through the steps of  integration. Although Reverend Prosser's church 
was not integrated, it was situated in an integrated neighborhood, and he had 
excellent relations and understanding with his neighboring churches. Reverend 
Prosser was called on March 5,1961 to lead Rosewood through a period of  tran-
sition.
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With the arrival of  Tom Prosser at Rosewood, a conscientious and serious effort 
was made to integrate the Rosewood Church and to serve all people in the 
neighborhood. Unfortunately, the efforts to integrate the church met with insur-
mountable problems, not the least of  which was a lack of  cooperation from 
other churches and minority organizations in the neighborhood. It is not neces-
sary to dwell on this subject as it is now moot, and to fully explain it would take a 
lengthy message of  its own.

When it became apparent that Rosewood could not survive at its location, the 
Pastor and the session considered the means of  salvaging the congregation as a 
Presbyterian congregation. The obvious best solution was to relocate the church.

When this solution was taken to Presbytery for concurrence, Presbytery refused 
to sanction the move. The attitude of  Presbytery was that Rosewood must re-
main at Bancroft and Monroe Street. This attitude persisted in spite of  all the 
information presented as to the inability of  the church to continue to survive in 
the neighborhood.

The session of  Rosewood felt that it could not assure survival of  the church, and 
offered to turn the church property over to Presbytery for its continuing use as a 
church. The Presbytery declined to accept this offer.

Reverend Prosser worked diligently to resolve the stalemate. After many months 
of  consultation and negotiation he was able to work out a compromise with 
Presbytery.

The Rosewood Church would establish a mission church in an agreed upon lo-
cation. Upon successful establishment of  the mission church, the members of  
the Rosewood congregation could transfer their letters to the mission church.

The mission church was started in the Hiawatha School. Concurrently, the 
Rosewood congregation furnished the seed money for the land and building for 
a new church. It also established a building committee and employed an archi-
tect. The location of  the land inspired the name for the new church,   The   
Fairgreen Presbyterian Church.

When the new building was completed and the mission church was firmly estab-
lished, the congregation of  Rosewood transferred its letters and joined with the 
Fairgreen Church.

There are some significant facts relating to the founding of  Fairgreen:

The Fairgreen Church was not a satellite of  Rosewood Church. It was an inde-
pendent mission church.
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The members of  the Rosewood Church joined Fairgreen, not vice-versa.

The Rosewood congregation contributed the means of  bringing life to Fairgreen.

As the members of  Rosewood joined with Fairgreen, they contributed essential 
leadership in the forming stages, including: the pastor, elders, deacons, and 
church staff.

They also contributed a traditional, friendly and concerned basis of  church op-
eration, and a large number of  willing workers - dedicated to helping Fairgreen 
grow.

As a side note, the Rosewood building still stands in all its glory. It now has a 
large adjacent parking lot provided by urban renewal. However, removal of  the 
then existing buildings and the gift of  the land was not an option available to 
Rosewood thirty years ago.

You might consider the founding of  Fairgreen as being similar to a family in 
which the parents give life to a child. And as in a family, the parents guide the 
child in growth, fully expecting the day to arrive when the child is independent. 
This child, Fairgreen Church, is now thirty years old and has long ago become a 
mature and self-sufficient entity. This does not eliminate a relationship, it merely 
accepts what is normal in the growth pattern.

As the founders of  the Fairgreen Church, the former members of  Rosewood 
take great pride in their achievement in successfully establishing a mission 
church, and in the growth and success of  the church that belongs to all of  us, the 
Fairgreen Presbyterian Church.     
                                                      

 J. Close
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